
ACT Information
Testing Dates

**Registration deadlines for 2016-17 are announced in March.

Cost of the ACT

ACT Codes
Arlington’s code is 430042. You’ll need this to register for a test. Go to the web site to look up a university or 
scholarship’s code. http://www.actstudent.org/scores/scodes/

Testing Locations
There are numerous testing locations. Bolton, Arlington, and Cordova HS administer the ACT test. Go online to 
check for a particular school/city. http://www.actstudent.org/regist/centers/
Arlington offers the test 4 times: October, December, February, & April.

Sections of the ACT

ACT Benchmarks
English Composition - English Test     =  18
Social Sciences - Reading Test           =  22

Think of the these as the bare minimums you need. Goal is to exceed these numbers.
Student who meet a benchmark on the ACT have approximately a 50% chance of earning a B or better & 
approx. a 75% chance or better of earning a C or better in the corresponding college course(s).

Test Date Registration Deadline Late Fee Required

9/9/2017 8/4/2017 8/5-18/2017

10/28/2017 9/22/2017 9/23-10/6/2017

12/9/2017 11/3/2017 11/4-17/2017

2/10/2018 1/12/2018 1/13-19/2018

4/14/2018 3/9/2018 3/10-23/2018

6/9/2018 5/4/2018 5/5-18/2018

Test Type Cost

ACT (No writing) $42.50

ACT (With writing) $58.50

Test # of Qs Subscore Number of 
Passages

Time Limit

English Test; 
1st test

75 usage/mechanics 40 Qs
rhetorical skills 35 Qs

5 45 mins

Reading Test; 
3rd test
*after your 10 min 
break

40 social studies/natural science 20 
Qs
arts/literature 20Qs

6 35 mins

http://www.actstudent.org/scores/scodes/
http://www.actstudent.org/regist/centers/


ACT Information
How ACT calculates the multiple-choice test scores and the Composite score (from ACT website)

1. First we count the number of questions on each test that you answered correctly. We do not deduct any 
points for incorrect answers. (There is no penalty for guessing.)

2. Then we convert your raw scores (number of correct answers on each test) to scale scores. Scale scores 
have the same meaning for all the different forms of the ACT, no matter which test date a test was taken or 
what set of questions you took.

3. Your Composite score and each test score (English, mathematics, reading, science) range from 1 (low) to 36 
(high). The Composite Score is the average of your four test scores, rounded to the nearest whole number. 
Fractions less than one-half are rounded down; fractions one-half or more are rounded up.

4. We compute your seven subscores (Usage/Mechanics, Rhetorical Skills, etc.) in the same way, but 
subscores range from 1 (low) to 18 (high). There is no direct, arithmetic relationship between your subscores 
and your test scores—this means your subscores do not necessarily add up to your test score.

Random Stuff
On test day you should bring: your photo id, your admission ticket, #2 pencils (about 2-3/NO mechanical 
pencils!!), an approved calculator, a jacket/sweater, something to drink and eat
Plan to be there from 8 am to noon. 12:45 if you take the writing. DON’T BE LATE!

Yes, you can register stand-by. It does cost more and you are not guaranteed a spot.

Scores are usually available online in 2 weeks. Highest possible score is a 36. Colleges will accept your 
highest score from all of the tests you take.

You are NOT penalized for guessing on the ACT. Therefore, you should NEVER EVER leave any blank. 
However, you should pick a letter and stick with it when you guess. B/G or C/H are the ones suggested.

In order to qualify for the HOPE scholarship, you must have a 21 composite score on the ACT. (FYI: the 
average ACT score for AHS is 21.24.

Order a TIR (Test Information Release). You get the questions, your answers, and the correct answers. Great 
for review. ONLY available for the April, June, December tests. Cost is $20, but is well worth it!

Outside ACT Prep 
Singleton Community Center in Bartlett - offers workshops before test dates on Monday from 4:30-6:30. Cost is 
$205 for non resident. http://www.cityofbartlett.org/556/Special-Interest

Jane Ross - offers weekend workshops, pre-test day workshops, private tutoring, online workshops, etc. 
Pricey, but worth it. www.janerosstutoring.com

Real ACT Prep Guide - endorsed by ACT directly. About $25; you can get this on Amazon or at Barnes and 
Noble.

Best ACT Prep Web Sites
http://www.actstudent.org/testprep/
https://www.noredink.com
http://chompchomp.com/exercises.htm
https://march2success.com/index.cfm •Must have email to register.
https://www.number2.com/exams/act/daily/word/index.cfm?s=0
http://www.usnews.com/education/best-colleges/test-prep/articles/2010/05/21/test-prep-6-tips-for-act-success
http://www.freetestprep.com/acttests.php
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